Mini Carol Services as part of the
Bournville Christmas Festival
Saturday 5th November 2020 at 2.00 p.m.
Welcome and Introduction
Opening Prayer
Carol: Once in royal David’s city
Once in royal David’s city
stood a lowly cattle shed,
where a mother laid her baby
in a manger for his bed:
Mary was that mother mild,
Jesus Christ her little child.

He came down to earth from heaven
who is God and Lord of all,
and his shelter was a stable,
and his cradle was a stall;
with the poor and mean and lowly
lived on earth our Saviour holy.
And our eyes at last shall see him,
through his own redeeming love,
for that child so dear and gentle
is our Lord in heaven above;
and he leads his children on
to the place where he is gone.
Not in that poor lowly stable,
with the oxen standing by,
we shall see him; but in heaven,
set at God’s right hand on high;
where like stars his children crowned
all in white shall wait around.
Cecil Frances Alexander (1818-1895)

1st Reading: Matthew 1:18-25
The birth of Emmanuel
Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this
way. When his mother Mary had been engaged to
Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to
be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph,
being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. But just
when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord
appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for

the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She
will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he
will save his people from their sins.” All this took place
to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:
“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and they
shall name him Emmanuel,”
which means, “God is with us.” When Joseph awoke
from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him; he took her as his wife, but had no marital relations
with her until she had borne a son; and he named him
Jesus.

Carol: While Shepherds watched their flocks by
night
While shepherds watched their flocks by night,
all seated on the ground,
the angel of the Lord came down
and glory shone around.
'Fear not,' said he - for mighty dread
had seized their troubled mind 'Glad tidings of great joy I bring
to you and all mankind:
'To you in David's town this day
is born of David's line
a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord.
And this shall be the sign:
'The heavenly babe you there shall find
to human view displayed,
all meanly wrapped in swathing bands
and in a manger laid.'
Thus spoke the seraph, and forthwith
appeared a shining throng
of angels praising God, who thus
addressed their joyful song:
'All glory be to God on high,
and to the earth be peace;
goodwill henceforth from highest heaven
begin and never cease!'
Nahum Tate (1652-1715)

2nd Reading: Luke 2: 8-20
Shepherds in a field
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields,
keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am
bringing you good news of great joy for all the people:
to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who
is the Messiah, the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you
will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying,
“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven,
the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go now to
Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place,
which the Lord has made known to us.” So they went
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child
lying in the manger. When they saw this, they made
known what had been told them about this child; and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told
them. But Mary treasured all these words and pondered
them in her heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying
and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.

Choir Anthem

with the angelic host proclaim,
‘Christ is born in Bethlehem.’
Hark! the herald-angels sing
glory to the new-born King.
Christ, by highest heaven adored,
Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come,
offspring of a virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see!
Hail, the incarnate Deity!
Pleased as man with man to dwell,
Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald-angels sing
glory to the new-born King.
Hail, the heaven-born Prince of peace!
Hail, the sun of righteousness!
Light and life to all he brings,
risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by,
born that man no more may die,
born to raise the sons of earth,
born to give them second birth.
Hark! the herald-angels sing
glory to the new-born King.
Charles Wesley (1707-1788)

Prayer of Blessing

Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Let us pray with confidence as our Saviour has taught us
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from
evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Carol: Hark! the herald angels sing
Hark! the herald-angels sing
glory to the new-born King,
peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise,
join the triumph of the skies;
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